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drivers are successful in spite of low scores on verbal intelli-
gence tests. There is, however, a "critical range'" below
which an individual is not likely to succeed in certain occu-
pations. There is also a "critical range" above which a
person may be too intelligent for his job and fail to find
satisfaction in it. It has been demonstrated that a large
proportion of the high-grade mental detectives can become
economically independent and happy in their work.
It is far worse to allow a child to go on for years trying
to do something that is beyond his capacity and continually
failing, than to say to him, "'The tests which you have taken
and the work you have done thus far in school indicate that
you could do — (mention a number of mechanical types of
work for which there are openings in the locality). You
would probably be happier doing these than in going on to
the academic type of senior high school." The most skilful
counselor would create situations in which the child eventu-
ally would come to this conclusion himself. Such advice
should be given only to pupils whose I.Q., calculated on
the basis of several reliable tests given by experts, is below
85 and whose school records have shown effort but consistent
lack of success in academic subjects,
SPECIAL PROBLEMS OF GIFTED CHILDREN
Identification of Gifted Children. — Children recognized
as gifted may be intellectually superior or may possess spe-
cial talents or abilities. Probably the general population of
the United States contains approximately as many physically
mature individuals above 130 LQ. as below 60 LQ., the
latter representing ability comparable to that of children
eight and a half years old. The major researches on gifted
children,18 while recognizing the continuous distribution of
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